Upper Missisquoi and Trout Rivers Wild and Scenic River Study Advisory Committee

Minutes

Thursday, April 15, 2010, 7pm

Enosburg Falls High School

Enosburg Falls, VT 05450
Attendees:  Rolf Anderson, Sue Brassett, Cathy Kashanski, Jacques Couture, Allen Demar, Edward G. Ellis, Janice Geraw, Ray Giroux, Bob Johnson, Todd Lantery, Dianne Laplante, John Little, Mike Manahan, Anne McKay, Robert Qua, Bethany Remmers, Ken Secor, Shana Stewart.
Welcome & Introductions
Meeting started at 0700pm.
Committee president Jacques Couture introduced himself and asked others in room to do a brief self introduction, which they did.
Review minutes from last meeting

Jacques asked for comments pertaining to last month’s meeting minutes or items discussed in that meeting. None were offered and minutes were approved by those present.
Budget Review 

Study Coordinator, Shana Stewart, gave a short review of the present year’s budget. $16,000 has been spent out of $50,000 available. She explained how MRBA is the non-profit organization that receives the funds from the National Park Service, and is the only one who can write checks and author required quarterly reports to the Park Service. Other parts of actual budgeting and money management are done by Shana and Treasurer Jane Chase, with guidance from the Study Committee. Our present budget is good until FY yearend, which is 30 Sep 2010.  In August the Study Committee will approve our next budget.
Updates from Shana

· Outreach materials (ideas for our first newsletter)

Shana said the Outreach sub-committee has met twice so far to come up with ideas. She showed us a 5x8 informational postcard which the committee had designed. Ideas were thrown around on how to use this card to get our message to people who need to know. There was also discussion about a planned quarterly newsletter, an organization LOGO to use on our website and other resources, and a photo contest; all to one way or another accomplish needed outreach.  Dianne Laplante suggested that we have a contest in the fall in the schools for artwork for the website and other outreach materials.  All are encouraged to send ideas for our first Wild and Scenic Newsletter to Shana.
· Website
Rolf Anderson reported on updates to the website.  Rolf Anderson's niece Emily Raymond created and donated the artwork which appears on the website. It is a cut-paper illustration depicting the river with mountains.  Check out the new artwork on the Wild and Scenic website! Keep those pictures coming to Shana for the website!

· Photo Contest

Ideas are welcome for prizes for our Wild and Scenic Photo Contest! Ken Secor suggested a savings bond.  John Little suggested a canoe trip.  Gift Certificates to a local restaurant on the river in the study area were also mentioned (Tosca’s or the Snow Shoe Lodge and Pub in Montgomery Center were suggestions).
· Farmer’s Watershed Alliance
Shana attended the annual meeting of the Farmer’s Watershed Alliance where she introduced herself and the Wild and Scenic Study, and learned about the efforts local farmers are making to improve water quality.
· Sander’s support
Good news!  Shana reported that Senator Sanders will be signing onto the letter supporting the Partnership for the Wild and Scenic Rivers. This will increase the likelihood that we will receive funds for the Study in the next fiscal year.
Outstanding Remarkable Values, ORVs 
One of our more important jobs as the Study Committee is to identify all the special values that these rivers have to offer. Shana reiterated ORVs categories mentioned at an earlier meeting that are of particular interest for our study; recreational, scenic(aesthetic), historic/cultural, geologic, and natural resource(fish & wildlife or their habitat), or other. An attendee said their most important concern was economic. Shana said she had list of speakers lined up for upcoming meetings who will talk about the Wild and Scenic Designation, wildlife corridors, VT Fisheries, and the basics of river functioning. These speakers we decide to bring in may draw community members to the meetings.  It was suggested that speakers could be at the end of our meetings so that those who were not interested in participating would have the chance to leave. Further discussion is needed at the next meeting regarding the process the Study Committee will use to research and identify ORVs. A suggestion was made that town reps be asked to submit lists of items which their towns would have particular interest in.  It was also suggested that the Study Committee can form sub-committee groups formed by persons interested in particular ORV categories.  
Janice Geraw from the Enosburg Historical Society gave Shana a historical article about the valley of the trout which was located a short way above Berkshire near the Monty farm (now Hurtubise). Janice mentioned “ring rock” in the Missisquoi near Enosburg and the old power dam/millworks at Sampsonville which is just below Berkshire on the Missisquoi. A history of Enosburg published some years ago by Janice gives a pretty good account of developments along the Missisquoi main stem over the last 200 years.  Identification of potential ORVs may result from Janice’s suggestions.
Other
Shana updated the Committee that Enosburgh was in the process of making their final decision about who would be their official appointees to the committee.
Agenda items for our next meeting
It was suggested by Dianne Laplante and others that we should develop a mission statement for the Study Committee.
Scheduling upcoming meeting - date, time, place (3rd Thursday of each month)
Sign up sheet for towns/venues

Upcoming Events:  John Cote and John Little will organize a canoe trip from Davis Park in Richford to the Missisquoi bridge in East Berkshire on Sat 26 Jun, open to all. The MRBA annual canoe trip and river cleanup will take place on Sat 19 Jun in Troy/Westfield, open to all. The next W&S monthly meeting will be on 13 May at the Town Municipal Offices – Select Board Room, North Troy.
Meeting was adjourned at 0920pm.
                                                                                                Submitted by Mike Manahan
                                                                                                   Secretary
