Upper Missisquoi and Trout Rivers

Wild and Scenic River Study Advisory Committee

Minutes
May 13, 2010, 7pm

Address

Town Municipal Offices – Select Board Room, 142 Main St., North Troy, VT

Offices are in front of the Elementary School

Attendees:  Rolf Anderson, Sue Brassett, Jonathan and Jayne Chase, Jacques Couture, Jamie Fosburgh, Mark Higley, Rick Hopkins, Sylvia Jensen, Todd Lantery, Dianne Laplante, John Little, Jim MacCartney, Mike Manahan, Roland Mayhew, Anne McKay, Jeff Parsons, Ken Secor, Jim Starr, Shana Stewart.

1. Welcome & Introductions

Jacques Couture called meeting to order at 0700pm. Short self-introductions were again used.
2. Review minutes from last meeting

Last month’s minutes were approved as written.
3. Updates from Shana

a. Outreach materials 

i. Newsletter

Bethany says there are 5600 residences in the 10 towns, with only 400 parcels actually on the river. Shana says we might distribute newsletters like MRBA does. We can print in black & white for $480/thsd. After some discussion the committee agreed we should first do a larger mailing rather than a limited one. The Committee will send postcard to all residents, and newsletters to the landowners, along with extra copies in a central location in the towns such as the post office or town office.  Todd says there will be 2 biographies in each newsletter, in the first one these will be Jacques and himself, Jayne and Mike will be next.

ii. Newspaper series

1. John to introduce the idea

2. Ideas for monthly columns – or volunteers?

John Little has approached Ed Shamy at the County Courier in Enosburg about a series of articles about W&S. Ed is being difficult with this one so we don’t know if this will eventually happen. If not, the St Albans Messenger or Newport Daily News will usually publish what we have to offer.  UPDATE:  John’s article ran on 05/20 as the first in the “Water Matters” series.

iii. Logo

The LOGO suggested last month was approved by all.

iv. Mission Statement

A suggested mission statement – with both a complete and an abridged version – was distributed for consideration. No vote was taken. Those wishing to suggest changes were asked to do so via e-mail between now and next meeting.

Complete Mission Statement:

The Upper  Missisquoi and Trout Rivers Wild and Scenic Study Committee was formed in 2009 from representatives from the ten towns in the study area (Berkshire, Town of Enosburgh, Village of Enosburg Falls, Jay, Lowell, Montgomery, Village of North Troy, Richford, Westfield, and the Town of Troy) and partner organizations dedicated to determining whether the rivers meet the criteria for designation under the Wild and Scenic Act.  The Committee is responsible for gathering and exchanging information about the rivers and designation with the public, and determining whether there is support for designation by the local communities.  The three-year Wild and Scenic Study is scheduled to be completed in 2012 culminating in a voluntary, locally supported vision and management strategy for the future of the rivers.  Committee meetings are open to the public and driven by consensus.  

Abridged Mission Statement:

To understand and explain the specific criteria for Wild and Scenic designation of the Upper Missisquoi and Trout Rivers under the Act, to develop voluntary strategies for future management of the rivers, and to objectively determine the level of support for designation by local community members in the 10 town study area.

v. Outreach events

1. Dairy Day June 3-6

2. Jay Summer Fest, Aug 14, 9-4pm

3. River Rally – Montgomery Rec Ctr. Sat. Aug 28th, 4-9pm, and will include two or three bands, local restaurateurs selling food… 

4. River Walk in Montgomery 9/5/2010

For outreach events we will try and do something at the Jay Summer Fest, Aug 14 – the River Rally at the Montgomery Rec Center on Aug 28, and the River Walk in Montgomery on Sep 05. We will forgo the Dairy Festival in Enosburg this year.

b. Arrowwood did not receive the LCBP grant to study wetlands and wildlife

c. New Town Appointees (Sue Brassett and Jim Starr from Village N. Troy)

4. Outstanding Remarkable Values, ORVs  MOVED TO NEXT MEETING
a. Finalize our plan to identify ORVs (Town reps responsible for lists)

i. Further our list of potential ORVs to investigate

ii. Further our list of possible speakers/topics for ORVs at future meetings

iii. Sign up interested folks to delve deeper into the ORV categories

b. Speaker about ORVs 

John Little will discuss recreational canoeing in the study area

Ken Secor and John Little will present a short slideshow of a canoe trip

Water Opuszynski, Trail Director, will be on hand to discuss the Northern Forest Canoe Trail

We were shown a videotape of John Little and Ken Secor’s trip from Richford to Berkshire on 20 April. The rather abundant waterfowl seen on this tape is from which the river gets its name. “Missisquoi” means abundant wildlife in one of the former local Indian tongues.
Walter Opurzynski, present director, gave a lengthy talk on the Northern Forrest Canoe Trail. The trail is 740 miles of interconnected waterways which run from New York’s adirondaks across Vermont and eastward to northeastern Maine. 150 miles of the trail are in Vermont. There are 40 communities and 65 miles of portage from one end to other. For most part portages are paths to and from river obtained by gentlemen’s agreement with landowners – there are no leases or documented rights-of-way involved. Rep Mark Higley from Lowell told of recent property assessments in Canaan Vt being increased by $10thsd if property is connected with a VAST trail. This shows that these trails do add value for the persons and communities which they serve.
5. Other

· We decided that we would spell Missisquoi consistently. 

· Jamie submitted to Jacques the FERC letter he wrote on behalf of the NPS regarding the Chase’s Hydro Project.  “…the NPS specifically supports instantaneous run-of-river operation for the proposed facility, as proposed by the applicant [Jonathan and Jayne Chase]…Based on these findings, the NPS has no objection under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to the FERC’s continued processing of Jonathan and Jayne Chase’s proposed re-activation of the Baker’s Falls facility…”

6. Public Comment – there were no additional public comments
7. Agenda items for our next meeting

Jim and Jamie from the Park Service will talk next meeting about ORVs.
8. Scheduling upcoming meeting – June 17, 2010, time, place (3rd Thursday of each month).  Think about when you might like to volunteer to arrange a meeting place for a future Wild and Scenic Study Committee Meeting – there will be a sign up sheet for towns/venues at each meeting.  
The next monthly meeting is planned for 17 Jun at the Berkshire Center Town Clerk’s Office. The July meeting will be in Lowell.
9. Upcoming Events

We were reminded of river events ahead – 19 Jun MRBA annual rally and cleanup at Troy/Westfield, 26 Jun – Johns Little and Cote’s Richford to Berkshire canoe paddle with extras. Was also suggested we might consider a future river recon by motor vehicle for those not so interested in travel by canoe.
· MRBA is sponsoring a clean-up of the upper Missisquoi River on Saturday, June 19th from 9am-3pm in the Westfield/Troy area.  For more information please contact Cynthia Scott at mrba[at]pshift[dot]com or 802-933-9009

· The Wild & Scenic Study Committee is hosting a paddle on Saturday, June 26th on the upper Missisquoi from Richford to East Berkshire.  For more information and to RSVP please contact Shana Stewart (shana.stewart[at]vtwsr[dot]org; 802-393-0076). 

· Aug 28th River Festival, Montgomery Rec Center from 4 - 9pm.  For more information contact John Little

 The meeting adjourned at 0900pm.
                                                             Submitted By Mike Manahan
                                                              Secretary
